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 Instructions for Sending Referrals to NuTH Cellular Pathology  

Before sending a referral to NuTH Cellular Pathology, a service lab agreement (SLA) must be in place with the department. If there is no SLA, please contact the lab BEFORE sending a request.

For test specific referrals such as HER2, lung mutation panels, muscle etc. please use specific request form and review associated guidance on the website. 

The NuTH Cellular Pathology Referred Case Form (HILF140) must be completed if sending referrals for:
· Primary reporting 			
· Second opinion
· Review at MDM / CPC 
· Haematopathology including lymphoma
For stain only referrals use form HILF692 (this can be found on the website).

Completion of referral form HILF140 
All information must be completed to allow the lab to accept the referral. 
If information is missing, this may cause a delay and incur an admin charge. 
· Please check spelling of names, DOB, NHS number etc. as inaccuracies will delay processing of samples and prevent publishing of results to ICE (if referred in this way). 
· To allow chain of custody ensure that all tissue / blocks / slide numbers are documented on the form, and include a chain of custody form to allow NuTH to inform of receipt. The lab will act on any discrepancies found when booking in the referral.
· Indicate if tissue sent has been decalcified (with method used) as this will allow the lab to interpret any subsequent testing correctly. 
· Please note on the form if a second opinion from a specific specialist pathologist team or consultant is required.
· The histology report must be included with the referral.

If sending wet tissue:
· Tissue must be appropriately packaged in line with UN3373 guidelines.
· Label specimens with at least three patient identifiers (such as Name, DOB, hospital number, specimen type, NHS number). Multiple pots must be clearly labelled to match tissue/site with form entries.

· The transport fluid used for specimen must be included to guide follow-up processes.
· It is useful to alert the lab before sending to ensure staff are available to receive the tissue if not arriving via the routine NENC couriers.

If sending frozen tissue:
· Tissue must be transported in dry ice with appropriate packaging and labelling following UN1845 guidance.
· It is useful to alert the lab before sending to ensure staff are available to receive the tissue.
 
Send wet / frozen tissue to: 	Specimen Reception
Department of Cellular Pathology, 
Level 3, New Victoria Wing,
Royal Victoria Infirmary, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE1 4LP

Send blocks / slides to: 		General Office
Department of Cellular Pathology, 
Level 3, New Victoria Wing,
Royal Victoria Infirmary, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE1 4LP

Contact for queries / assistance:

Email: nuth.CellularPathology.Secretaries@nhs.net 
Phone: 0191 28 24445
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